
 

THE ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED CONSERVATIONISTS 

 

Meeting of September 5, 2018 held at Maple Tree, 6010 Hwy 51, McFarland 

 

ARC President Laurel Steffes called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm. 

 

42 people were in attendance. The meal was broasted chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy, 

corn, bread, and cole slaw all served family style.  Also chocolate sundaes, and beverages - 

coffee, tea, milk - were included with the meal for was $16.00 (included tax, gratuity and a 

contribution to ARC treasury.) 

A moment of silence was observed for friends and family who have passed, and for our troops 

who are serving in harm’s way. 

July minutes were read and approved.  (Note: no minutes were recorded at the August 8 

meeting which was the picnic held at Lakeview Park, Middleton. There were 93 attendees.) 

Steve Holaday gave the treasurer’s report, which was approved.   

New Members and Guests 

 

None 

 

“Frank-n-Miller Report”  

 

Jim Miller said we are coming up on the It’s Your Choice period.  Remember, if you left ETF 

health care plans, the time to enroll, if you wish to do so, is during this period.  You must 

request the IYC booklet for comparison of plans, it won’t be sent to you. 

 

ETF can give good explanation of the plans, how they benefit you as individual, based on your 

projected prescription costs, doctor visits, etc. As mentioned previously, ETF is in the new state 

office building at Hillfarms on the west side.  Getting in is a hassle, make sure you have made 

an appointment so you can get parking, spots are limited.   

 

Old Business 

 

none 

 

New Business 

 

None 

 

Deaths and Illnesses 

 

Retiree Ron Ellingson recently informed us that his wife Bev passed away March 11. Ron lives in 

Amherst Junction. 

 

ARC member Ted Pyrek, retired DNR forester, passed away August 13 after pancreatic cancer. 

 

Bruce Braun had a double knee replacement about 10 days ago.  He’s home recuperating and 

doing PT.  Best wishes, Bruce! 

 

 

  



 ARC September 2018 

2 

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries  

 

Birthday greetings to Dan Fields, Roy Lemke.  Celebrating anniversaries this month are the Dick 

and Laurel Steffes, Kermit and Beth Traska, Paul and Bonnie Didier.  Congratulations to Dan 

Fields and Jeanne Behrend on their nuptials last month! 

 

Trips 

 

Laurel and Dick Steffes traveled to Thailand where their daughter is living. Visited an elephant 

sanctuary, Dick did some fishing for unusual species. 

 

Jerry and Sandy Rodenberg took a trip out west following Steven Ambrose’s book on the Lewis 

and Clark Expedition.  Also went into Canada on the ice fields parkway, and to Glacier NP. 

 

Floyd Becraft said he and his wife went on a Viking Cruise through France.  He can recommend 

this cruise line for their small groups and interesting agendas.  They learned a lot about the 

history of Normandy (settled by Vikings) and part of the land tour took them to Omaha Beach. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 1:25 pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


